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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2529 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, US, VS 

SUBJECT: PLANNED VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER 

1. ON APRIL 8 SOUTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR DON TOLD 
AMBASSADOR AKINS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER BAC WAS SCHEDULED 
TO ARRIVE IN JIDDA FROM LONDON VIA SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES 
EVENING OF THURSADY, APRIL 10. AN AUDIENCE WITH KING 
KHALID HAD BEEN SET FOR BAC ON SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 12, 

AND MEETINGS WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE TO 
FOLLOW. AMBASSADOR DON WAS CONERNED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE 
HE HAS REPEATEDLY ASKED SAIGON WHETHER RECENT CABINET 
CHANGE HAS AFFECTED BAC POSITION, AND SOUGHT CONFIRMATION 
BAC TRIP WAS STILL ON. HE HAS RECEIVED NO REPLY. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR SAIGON: CAN EMBASSY CONFIRM 
WHETHER BAC IS STILL MEMBER OF CABINET OR PROVIDE ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION RE HIS PLANS VISIT SAUDI ARABIA? 

FOR LONDON AND GENEVA: COULD EMBASSIES SEEK CONFIRMATION 
OF BAC'S TRAVEL PLANS? FOR DEPARTMENT: IS DEPT AWARE— 

IF BAC COMES-WHETHER HE IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS POSSI- 
BILITY OF SAUDI LOAN TO SUPPORT OIL SHIPMENTS TO SOUTH 
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VIETNAM? SOUTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR HAD RECEIVED NO 
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INFORMATION ON THIS TOPIC (WHICH AROSE DURING SECRETARY'S 
VISIT TO RIYADH MARCH 19) AND APPEARED QUITE UNAWARE OF IT. 

THE SAG IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE LOAN. 

3. AMBASSADOR AKINS TOLD AMBASSADOR DON WE WOULD TRY TO 
GET HIM ANSWERS ASAP; WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSESS REPLYING 
BY NIACT IMMEDIATE. 

AKINS 
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